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In his new book, Beethoven's Shadow, Jonathan Biss explores the life and
music of Ludwig van Beethoven through the lens of his own experiences as
a reluctant pianist. Biss, a celebrated pianist known for his insightful
interpretations of Beethoven's music, takes readers on a deeply personal
journey into the composer's world.

Biss begins by describing his own childhood, when he was forced to take
piano lessons against his will. He hated practicing, and he only reluctantly
performed in recitals. But as he grew older, he began to develop a grudging
respect for Beethoven's music. He was drawn to the composer's raw
emotionality and his ability to express the full range of human experience.

As Biss delves deeper into Beethoven's life and work, he discovers a
composer who was as complex and contradictory as his music. Beethoven
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was a brilliant artist who was also deeply flawed. He was a passionate man
who was often lonely and isolated. He was a man of contradictions, who
could be both gentle and cruel, both loving and hateful.

Biss's book is not a traditional biography of Beethoven. It is a personal
meditation on the composer's life and work, as seen through the eyes of a
reluctant pianist. Biss writes with honesty and vulnerability about his own
struggles with Beethoven's music, and he offers a unique perspective on
the composer's genius.

Beethoven's Shadow is a must-read for anyone who loves Beethoven's
music. It is also a powerful and moving story about the journey of a
reluctant artist.

Excerpt from Beethoven's Shadow

"I was eleven years old when I first played Beethoven's 'Moonlight' Sonata.
I hated it. I hated the way it sounded, I hated the way it felt under my
fingers, and I hated the way it made me feel. It was too sad, too slow, too
difficult. I wanted to play something else, something more cheerful,
something more fun. But my teacher insisted that I learn it. She said it was
a masterpiece, and that I needed to learn how to play it properly.

So I practiced. I practiced for hours every day, even though I didn't want to.
I hated every minute of it. But slowly, something began to change. The
more I practiced, the more I began to understand the sonata. I began to
see the beauty in its sadness, the power in its slowness, and the challenge
in its difficulty.



I began to realize that the 'Moonlight' Sonata was not just a piece of music.
It was a journey. It was a journey into the depths of human emotion. It was
a journey into the depths of my own soul.

I am still on that journey. I have been playing the 'Moonlight' Sonata for
over thirty years now, and I am still learning new things about it. It is a piece
of music that I will never fully understand, but it is a piece of music that I will
always love.

About the Author

Jonathan Biss is a celebrated pianist who has performed with major
orchestras around the world. He is also a passionate advocate for classical
music, and he has written extensively about the music of Beethoven.
Beethoven's Shadow is his first book.
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