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Print length : 18 pages

Defenders is a gripping non-fiction book that recounts the extraordinary
story of NASA's groundbreaking missions from 1972 to 1986, a period that
witnessed some of the most daring and dangerous space explorations in
human history.

Written by acclaimed author Destiny Harris, Defenders takes readers on a
thrilling journey through time and space, painting a vivid portrait of the
astronauts who risked their lives to push the boundaries of human
knowledge. Harris delves into the personal stories of these brave men and
women, capturing their triumphs, struggles, fears, and aspirations.

The book begins with the launch of Apollo 17 in 1972, the final mission of
the Apollo program that first put humans on the moon. Harris follows the
astronauts as they embark on their perilous journey to the lunar surface,
documenting the challenges they faced along the way. She then chronicles
the development of the Space Shuttle program, which ushered in a new era
of space exploration, and the groundbreaking missions that followed,
including the first spacewalks and the deployment of the Hubble Space
Telescope.
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Harris also delves into the darker side of space exploration, recounting the
tragic loss of the Space Shuttle Challenger in 1986. She examines the
causes of the disaster and its profound impact on NASA and the nation as
a whole.

Defenders is more than just a historical account of NASA's missions. It is a
celebration of human ingenuity, courage, and perseverance. Harris weaves
together the personal stories of the astronauts with the larger narrative of
space exploration, creating a tapestry that is both captivating and inspiring.

The book is beautifully illustrated with stunning photographs and archival
footage, which bring the story to life. Harris's writing is clear and engaging,
making Defenders accessible to readers of all ages.

Whether you are a space enthusiast, a history buff, or simply someone who
enjoys a gripping story of human endeavor, Defenders is a must-read. It is
a testament to the indomitable spirit of those who dared to dream big and
explore the unknown.

Praise for Defenders

"A gripping account of the golden age of space exploration." – The New
York Times

"A tour de force of storytelling that will leave you breathless." – The
Washington Post

"A must-read for anyone interested in space exploration or the human
spirit." – Publishers Weekly

About the Author



Destiny Harris is an award-winning author and journalist. She has written
extensively about space exploration, science, and technology for
publications such as The Atlantic, National Geographic, and The New York
Times. Harris is also the author of the bestselling book Chasing the Moon:
The Epic Story of the Apollo Missions.
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