
Presidents and the Constitution: The Living
History
The Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land. It
establishes the framework for our government and protects the rights of all
Americans. The presidency is one of the most powerful positions in the
world, and the Constitution gives the president a great deal of authority.
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But the relationship between the president and the Constitution is not
always a simple one. The Constitution limits the president's power in some
ways, but it also gives the president a great deal of discretion in other
ways. This can lead to conflict between the president and other branches of
government, or even between the president and the American people.
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This book tells the story of how the Constitution has shaped the presidency
and how the presidency has shaped the Constitution. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in American history or politics.

The Early Presidents

The first presidents of the United States were all men who had played a
major role in the American Revolution. They were committed to the
principles of republicanism and limited government. They also believed that
the Constitution was a living document that could be adapted to changing
circumstances.

George Washington, the first president, set many of the precedents for the
office. He established the tradition of a two-term presidency and he refused
to accept a third term. He also created the cabinet, which is a group of
advisors who help the president run the government.

Thomas Jefferson, the third president, was a strong believer in states'
rights. He believed that the federal government should have only those
powers that are specifically granted to it by the Constitution. He also
expanded the size of the United States by purchasing the Louisiana
Territory from France.

James Madison, the fourth president, was known as the "Father of the
Constitution." He was one of the main authors of the Constitution, and he
played a major role in the ratification process. He also led the United States
through the War of 1812.

The Jacksonian Era



Andrew Jackson, the seventh president, was a populist who believed that
the government should be responsive to the needs of the people. He
vetoed more bills than any other president in history, and he often clashed
with Congress. He also expanded the power of the presidency, and he
used it to promote his own agenda.

Martin Van Buren, the eighth president, was a close ally of Jackson. He
continued Jackson's policies, and he also helped to establish the
Democratic Party.

The Civil War and Reconstruction

Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth president, led the United States through the
Civil War. He issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which freed the
slaves in the Confederate states. He also worked to reunite the country
after the war.

Andrew Johnson, the seventeenth president, succeeded Lincoln after his
assassination. He was a strong supporter of states' rights, and he vetoed
several bills that were designed to help the freed slaves.

Ulysses S. Grant, the eighteenth president, led the United States through
the Reconstruction era. He worked to rebuild the South and to protect the
rights of the freed slaves.

The Gilded Age

Rutherford B. Hayes, the nineteenth president, was a reformer who tried to
clean up the corruption that had become widespread in the federal
government. He also helped to end Reconstruction.



James A. Garfield, the twentieth president, was assassinated after only a
few months in office. He was succeeded by Chester A. Arthur, who
continued Garfield's policies.

Grover Cleveland, the twenty-second and twenty-fourth president, was a
fiscal conservative who opposed high tariffs and government spending. He
also vetoed the Sherman Silver Free Download Act, which would have
inflated the currency.

The Progressive Era

Theodore Roosevelt, the twenty-sixth president, was a progressive who
believed that the government should play a more active role in society. He
supported antitrust laws, labor unions, and environmental protection.

William Howard Taft, the twenty-seventh president, was a conservative who
did not share Roosevelt's progressive views. He supported the Payne-
Aldrich Tariff, which raised tariffs, and he vetoed several antitrust bills.

Woodrow Wilson, the twenty-eighth president, was a progressive who led
the United States into World War I. He also supported the League of
Nations, which was an international organization that was designed to
prevent future wars.

The Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression

Warren G. Harding, the twenty-ninth president, was a conservative who
returned the country to a more traditional approach to government. He
supported the Fordney-McCumber Tariff, which raised tariffs, and he vetoed
several progressive bills.



Calvin Coolidge, the thirtieth president, was a conservative who continued
Harding's policies. He supported the Mellon Tax Cuts, which reduced taxes
for the wealthy, and he vetoed several bills that were designed to help
farmers and workers.

Herbert Hoover, the thirty-first president, was a conservative who did not
take any action to help the country recover from the Great Depression. He
supported the Smoot-Hawley Tariff, which raised tariffs even further, and he
vetoed several bills that were designed to help the unemployed.

The New Deal and World War II

Franklin D. Roosevelt, the thirty-second president, led the United States
through the Great Depression and World War II. He supported the New
Deal, which was a series of programs designed to help the country recover
from the Great Depression. He also led the country to victory in World War
II.

Harry S. Truman, the thirty-third president, succeeded Roosevelt after his
death. He continued Roosevelt's policies, and he also oversaw the end of
World War II and the beginning of the Cold War.

The Cold War and the Civil
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