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Political theory, a vibrant and ever-evolving field of study, delves into the
fundamental questions that shape our understanding of power,
governance, justice, and the nature of political society. For centuries,
scholars and thinkers have grappled with these complex themes, leaving
behind a rich legacy of ideas and theories.
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The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory serves as a comprehensive guide
to this fascinating domain, offering a panoramic view of the major concepts,
approaches, and historical developments that have shaped political thought
throughout history. Composed by a team of leading scholars, the Handbook
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presents a diverse array of perspectives, showcasing the richness and
complexity of the field.

The Structure of the Handbook

The Handbook is meticulously organized into four parts, each exploring a
distinct aspect of political theory:

1. Foundations of Political Theory: This section delves into the
philosophical underpinnings of political theory, examining concepts
such as human nature, justice, freedom, and authority.

2. Concepts of Political Theory: Here, the Handbook explores key
concepts and themes that form the backbone of political thought,
including power, legitimacy, sovereignty, rights, and equality.

3. Traditions of Political Theory: This section provides an in-depth
examination of major political traditions, including liberalism,
conservatism, socialism, feminism, and Marxism, tracing their historical
evolution and theoretical foundations.

4. Comparative and Global Perspectives: Embracing a global
perspective, the Handbook examines the diversity of political thought
across cultures and regions, highlighting the influence of comparative
and transnational approaches in understanding political institutions and
ideas.

The Significance of the Handbook

The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory is an invaluable resource for
students, scholars, and anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of
political thought. Its comprehensive coverage and diverse perspectives



offer a thorough grounding in the major theories, concepts, and traditions
that have shaped our political landscape.

Key benefits of the Handbook include:

Comprehensive Coverage: The Handbook provides an unparalleled
overview of the field, covering a wide range of topics and perspectives,
making it an indispensable guide for anyone interested in political
theory.

Diverse Perspectives: The Handbook features contributions from a
diverse group of leading scholars, offering a variety of viewpoints and
theoretical approaches, enriching the understanding of complex
political issues.

Historical Depth: The Handbook traces the historical evolution of
political thought, examining the development of key concepts and
theories over time, providing a deeper understanding of the intellectual
foundations of our current political landscape.

Global Focus: Recognizing the importance of comparative and global
perspectives, the Handbook examines the diversity of political thought
across cultures and regions, fostering an understanding of the
nuances of political phenomena in different contexts.

The Editors and Contributors

The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory is edited by a distinguished team
of scholars, including:

Robert E. Goodin, University of Oxford



Philip Pettit, Princeton University

Michael Sandel, Harvard University

The Handbook features contributions from over 70 renowned scholars from
across the globe, representing a wide range of disciplines and
perspectives, ensuring a comprehensive and diverse exploration of political
theory.

The Oxford Handbook of Political Theory is an essential resource for
anyone seeking to deepen their understanding of the complex and ever-
evolving field of political thought. Its comprehensive coverage, diverse
perspectives, and historical depth make it an invaluable guide to the major
theories, concepts, and traditions that have shaped our political landscape.

Whether you are a student, scholar, or simply someone with a keen interest
in understanding the foundations of our political world, The Oxford
Handbook of Political Theory is an indispensable resource that will
enlighten and inform your journey.
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