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On the night of April 14, 1912, the RMS Titanic, the largest and most
luxurious passenger ship ever built, sank in the North Atlantic Ocean after
striking an iceberg. Of the 2,224 people on board, over 1,500 died.

Emma Belmont, a third-class passenger, was one of the lucky ones who
survived. In her book, Titanic and the Californian, she recounts her
harrowing tale of survival.

Belmont was traveling with her husband, Ernest, and their two children,
Edna and Ernest Jr. They had booked passage in third class, the cheapest
and least comfortable accommodations on the ship. But Belmont was not
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complaining. She was grateful to be on her way to America, where she
hoped to start a new life.

The Belmonts boarded the Titanic in Southampton, England, on April 10,
1912. The ship was enormous, and Belmont was overwhelmed by its size
and grandeur. She and her family were assigned to a small cabin on the
lower decks. The cabin was cramped and uncomfortable, but Belmont was
too excited to care. She spent her days exploring the ship and getting to
know her fellow passengers.

On the night of April 14, Belmont was asleep in her cabin when she was
awakened by a sudden jolt. She got out of bed and looked out the window.
She could see that the ship was listing to one side. She heard people
screaming and running, and she knew that something terrible had
happened.

Belmont grabbed her children and ran to the deck. She could see that the
ship was sinking. She and her family were among the last people to board
a lifeboat. The lifeboat was overcrowded and the sea was rough, but
Belmont was relieved to be alive.

The lifeboat rowed for hours until it was finally rescued by the RMS
Carpathia. Belmont and her family were taken to New York City, where they
were met by relatives. Belmont was traumatized by her experience, but she
was also grateful to be alive. She never forgot the night the Titanic sank,
and she often told her story to her children and grandchildren.

Titanic and the Californian is a gripping account of one woman's
experience of one of the most tragic maritime disasters in history. Belmont's
story is a testament to the human spirit and the power of hope.



Further Reading

* Titanic: The Official Site * Titanic's Sinking: New Evidence * The Real
Story of the Titanic
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